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Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

JUNE 2011  

JUNE MEETING:
Wednesday, 
June 8, 2011

Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM
Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp

   American Legion Post #2
    2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.

in Tempe

DFC JUNE  2011 PROGRAM...
Our speaker for June will be Cinda Howard, Fishing Man-
ager at Orvis and guide for Silver Creek Fly Fishing 
Guide Service. In preparation for the White Mountain 
Extravaganza she will be giving a presentation on fishing 
the White Mountains. This will include places to fish, tech-
nique, flies, etc. Don't miss this opportunity to prepare 
yourself for the upcoming outing.

President's Drift                                                                                            Mike  Yavello  •  June 2011

Greetings, all!
   May has passed and we stand on the doorstep of another blast-furnace summer here in the desert.  Fortu-
nately, the Rim Lakes are all open and fishable and the White Mountain Lakes are all taking shape as well.  
   I FINALLY made an outing, the May Outing up on the Rim, and I had a great time.  Granted, I only caught 
3 fish, but I got to spend some time messing around with the crayfish traps I got over the winter and ended up 
catching enough out of Woods Canyon Lake to supplement my meals for the weekend.  Hopefully I can refine 
my technique in time to contribute to the haul during the Extravaganza next month.  
   The outing went very well and we had some new folks come out for their first outing.  Many thanks to Gentry 
Smith and Tom Horvath for setting everything up.  Everyone had fun, the food was great and everyone had 
fish stories to swap.
   June brings us the White Mountain Extravaganza after a presentation on those same White Mountain Lakes 
by Cinda Howard at our next meeting.  While at the May Outing, I heard some VERY good things about the 
White Mountain Lakes that had me rubbing my hands together and chuckling in anticipation for the Extrava-
ganza.  Some of my favorite lakes, namely Carnero and Lee Valley Reservoir, did not winter kill.  And neither, 
I was told, did Becker and Crescent Lakes.  This bodes very well for the outing I think.  In addition to the usual 
lakes, this will provide us with ample opportunity for shots at big fish.  And if the wind kicks up, like we all 
know it can, there's a myriad of small streams to fish.  This year, I think I'll not pass up the opportunity when 
Vince says, “Why don't we go fish the  Fork of the Black River?”  The last time I heard that I went to a lake, 
didn't catch a damn thing and got to listen to huge brown trout stories for the rest of the trip.
   In the meantime, fish your local waters while we still can.  I'm continuing to fish the ponds and lakes around 
my house and need to finally go fish Canyon Creek, seeing as how close it is to home.
Have a good month, be safe and I'll see you all at the June Meeting.
Tight lines,
Mike

"I'm not hitting now, but if I WAS hitting I wouldn't hit THAT!"
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White Mountains Extravaganza Outing
Dates: Thursday June 16 – Sunday June 19, 2011

Host: Joe Miller  jam@prairietriz.com   •   Mobile 928-978-1315
Location: 

Winn Campground – Large and Small Group Sites
Directions:  From Pinetop / Lakeside travel East on AZ-260 about 25 miles to Route 273.  Go South on 273 for 7 - 8 miles 

to the campground road on the left.  Desert Flycasters Sign will be displayed at the turn-off.
Fees:  $16 per night per spot.  Please pay Joe at June Meeting or at the campout.

Elevation:   
9350 ft.  Temperatures:  Expect high 70 – 80’s and Low 40’s or even the 30’s.  *Check weather forecast for Lee Valley Res-

ervoir or Big Lake AZ or Greer AZ at www.findlocalweather.com, or look at the June DFC Website.
Facilities:  

Non-Electric Group Camping Facility, Paved access, Restrooms, Drinking Water, Tables, Group Fire Rings, Dumpster.   Hot 
Showers are available at Big Lake Campground, $5, 7-8 miles.

Lakes:  
National Forest – Lee Valley, Big Lake, Crescent, Becker, Carnero, and others.  On the White Mountain Apache Reservation 

($8 per day general  fee) – Reservation Lake, Drift Fence, Pacheta, Horseshoe Cienega, Bog tank, A-1, and Hawley.  Earl 
Park ($10 per day) and Christmas Tree ($30/ day) are special fee lakes.

Streams:  National Forest – W Fork Little Colorado, West Fork Black River, East Fork Black River.
Fish: Rainbows, Browns, Apache Trout.

Rods:  3 to 6 Weight for the lakes, 3 to 5 for the streams.
Lines:  Floating & sinking (Intermediate or Type II).

Flies:  Typical Arizona Mountain lake & stream patterns:  Simi Seal Leaches, Peacock Ladies, Sunrise Specials, Damsel flies, 
Buggers, Prince and Pheasant Tail Nymphs, Emergers, Midges, Hoppers, ants, and assorted other dries.

Equipment:  Personal Flotation Device Required on Pontoons or Float Tubes!
The Club will host a Mark Lucht Crawdad boil and “All-in-ONE-Pot” Chili dinner on Saturday Night about 6:00.  Make 

your own special recipe Chili, No canned stuff, and we’ll dump it all together.  It’s always Great!!!!!  
Also Please bring a side dish or desert to share.  Thanks!!!!
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May 11, 2011

Mike Yavello
Desert  Fly Casters

Dear Mike and Desert Fly Casters:

       Thank you so much for your very generous outpouring of support for the Casting for Recovery retreats being 
held at the Greer Resort and Cabins in Greer this Friday through Sunday (13-15t h). Your generous donations of 
a match of $750 with the extra amount from the members of the club were truly awesome. Three memberships 
I would like to draw attention to are Dan Murtaugh, John and Karen Clausen for each giving a gift of $100 and 
Helen Corson for donating a gift of $200 for pink bags made by Karen Weaver. Bob Harrison brought over a nice 
rod & reel set (he said from DFC) along with some other individual gifts and many members are donating flies. 
Judge Ferris donated a Winston Rod and Don Morgan a reel. Everyone is being so generous. These women really 
feel like you are their heroes for going beyond yourselves and giving of your time, your money, and your talents.
     The fourteen women who have been chosen are very special women. They are risking and going to a weekend 
where they don’t know anyone and they don’t know anything or much about this new sport called “fly fishing.” 
They are stepping out and moving forward in their recovery. Some of these survivors will be hooked for life. What 
a great thing that you have done. 
      Thank you so very much from each of these participants; blessings to each of you.

Sincerely,
Kitty Wiemelt, Program Co-Chair CFR-AZ
Donna Fischer, Program Co-Chair CFR-AZ

Thanx, 
Kitty!

White Mountain Lakes Membership Drive!
Date: June DFC Meeting 
Let’s help make the White Mountains fishing be like it was in the good old days! 
The Desert Fly Casters is proud to support the White Mountain Lakes Foundation with a Member-
ship Drive to be held in conjunction with the June DFC Meeting.  John Rohmer and Glen Knight from 
WMLF will be on hand delivering a short presentation on the WMLF.  They will be talking about the 
first-year success and discussing the current goals for preventing fish kills on several White Mountain 
Lakes.  This promises to be exciting stuff!  They will also be answering any questions you may have 
regarding the organization and its mission to grow bigger fish in Arizona.  There will be WMLF Mem-
bership Forms on hand for people to sign up that evening.  Individual  annual memberships are $25, 
Lifetime memberships are $300 and your WMLF donation is 100% tax deductible! 
Additionally DFC Fundraising: 
·         The DFC will be matching any new memberships or additional contributions on behalf of WMLF! 
Here’s a chance to double your money for a good cause! 
·          In addition, John Rohmer has generously donated a Winston BII-MX 7wt fly rod as a special raffle 
item to benefit WMLF – Tickets will be $10 each and available until 100 tickets are sold. 
The White Mountain Lakes Foundation is dedicated to improving Arizona’s White Mountain fisheries 
through grass-roots conservation, restoration and protection efforts.  WMLF is a 100% volunteer or-
ganization where all the money raised goes directly to improving fishing in the White Mountains area.  
Our goal is to increase the fishing opportunities for today’s anglers and to ensure future generations 
are able to enjoy great fishing in the White Mountains of Arizona. 
Learn more about the White Mountains Lake Foundation by checking out: 
http://wmlf.org/page1.html 
Submitted by Joe Staller, DFC liaison to WMLF
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Date: June 22, 2011   •   Time:  6:30 pm
4131 E Wood Street

June and July are great months in the White Mountains for Fantastic damsel 
fly hatches along with abundant  dragon fly nymphs.  One of our guest speak-
ers later this year will be Ken Hanley.  Ken is well known for his saltwater pat-
terns but in an article in 1997, Ken showed the steps for a Andy Burk Dragon 

Bugger.  We will tie the pictured Dragon Bugger 
and a couple damsel nymph patterns.

Photo by David Hwang   •   Tied by Tom Horvath

Questions?? Touch base with: Tom Horvath <mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com>
   

Intermediate June Fly Tying Session
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In the face of Tragedy spawns Hope
by David L. Phares

 We had all seen it on the evening news and in the morning paper.  The legendary Greet Lodge and Grill 
had burned to the ground.  This Northern Arizona landmark had played host to untold Arizonans and tourists 
in the decades it served this small community in the White Mountains.
 In the past twenty years not a trip went by to the White Mountains that I didn't stop in at the Grill for 
one of their great BLTs and to sit on the patio and watch the folks try and catch those big rainbows in the three 
ponds just across the stream from the lodge.  This trip was different.  This trip all that remained was the charred 
remains of those once beautiful logs and a staggering stone fireplace.  And the faint lingering smell of smoke.  
What a tragedy.
 But this trip I had not come to the Greer Lodge to eat.  This trip I was invited to be a "River Helper" 
(guide) for a group of some the most amazing women I have ever met.  I was there to help one of the 14 women 
who were at the Greer Lodge ponds to catch their first fish on a fly as part of the national Casting for Recovery 
(CFR) program in Arizona.  These women, all of whom are in varying stages of dealing with the challenges of 
breast cancer, had gathered to bring the joy of fly-fishing into their rehabilitation program.  And in the process 
they filled my heart with joy to see my beloved sport become a spring-board for their spirits and hopes.
 They came from all over the State of Arizona, and even from outside our state, to spend a few days with 
the great leaders of Casting for Recovery, all of whom are women.  The only men invited were most of the river 
helpers.  In addition to the eleven men present, there were also 3 women guides, one of which was Karen Shaw, 
one of my teaching partners from Gilbert.  We were each assigned to one women to assist her to catch a trout 
using a fly and a fly rod.  Prior to this weekend, most had never even held a fly rod in their hands.  After Wendy 
Gunn, of Lees Ferry Anglers, gave them a few casting lessons, they were rip and ready to go.  To say their opti-
mism was contagious would have been the understatement of the weekend.  These were women who had already 
faced life and death challenges; just how hard could catching a little fish be?
 Having fly-fished some of America's great waters over the past two decades, I know first hand how hard 
it can be.  I have gone home many a time with nothing to show for my efforts but memories of being outsmarted 
by a creature with a brain no bigger than a lima bean!  With this in mind, I felt the pressure to make sure that my 
assigned fly-fisher (Margie) caught a fish.  When she not only landed a nice 20" rainbow, but the first fish caught 
that day, that pressure was replaced with the joy of seeing the support of all the other women present.  Gener-
ally you don't hear cheers on trout waters, but the whoops and yells that went up as they all celebrated that fish 
echoed off the surrounding pines.  There was no jealousy; just joy for her success.
 When the fishing was over, after three short hours, the White Mountain Fly Fishing Club hosted the river 
helpers to a nice lunch with the women participants and staff.  At that time I got to know several of the other 
great ladies who were a part of this wonderful group of brave and happy women.
 I am a member of a small group of dedicated fly-fishing instructors.  Over the years we have taught 
hundreds to fly-fish.  In addition, we have spent countless hours on trout waters all over this country.  However, 
they all pale compared to the short three hours I spent on a Sunday morning on the Greer Lodge ponds with 
the 14 heroines of Casting for Recovery.  On that morning I learned in the shadow of the ruins of the old Greer 
Lodge and Grill, just up the hill from those ponds, there is always hope.  Hope personified by the local leaders of 
the Arizona Chapter of CFR and the lovely lady fly-fishers who found it not much of a challenge to catch a trout 
after all they had faced in life.  It was a blessing for me to be there and experience their joy, and I just hope to be 
invited back again to bask in their undaunted spirit.
David Phares is the lead volunteer instructor with Gilbert Fly-Fishing Programs, which provides public sector classes in fly-fishing for the 
Gilbert and Apache Junction Departments of Parks and Recreation.  All of the instructors with Gilbert Fly-Fishing Programs are Certified 
Fly-Fishing Instructors by the Arizona Department of Game and Fish.
   For more information or to sign up go to www.castingforrecovery.org or e-mail CFR-AZ Co-Chair, Kitty Wiemelt at kitty@kittywiemelt.
com (480) 329-6996

...Worth Mentioning

Thanx, 
Kitty!
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This past weekend was the club’s outing to the Mogollon Rim and we 
could tell you that it was a great trip, but don’t take our word for it...  
Read what members who attended had to say!
 
After several months of planning, it was very satisfying to see every-
one come together and enjoying themselves on the club’s Rim Outing.  
I had the opportunity to meet a few new faces, get to know a couple 
folks better and spend some time with some close friends.  This was a 
great reminder of why I joined the Desert Fly Casters in the first place. 
    I have been doing a fair amount of fly fishing this year.   I caught big 
Cutts at Pyramid Lake, surf fished in San Diego, floated the Lower Salt 
River, made day trips to Saguaro Lake, Canyon Lake, Roosevelt Lake 
and Upper Lake Mary, but I had yet to hit the Mogollon Rim… and 
particularly any of the small streams.  With this in mind, Joe Staller 
and I opted to concentrated on a couple of area creeks.  
    We tackled a more remote location on Friday, where we had to over-
come a late start and a few navigational hiccups.  The fishing was slow, 
but we did spot a fishy acquaintance in a familiar pool.  While we were 
unsuccessful in catching him, once again, it was a relief to see that he 
had made it through another year and was still doing well.  As is the 
case with almost anyone who spends time fishing in remote places, 
we sometimes push the limits of daylight.  Wanting to catch one more 
fish, we kept making one last cast.  Before we knew it, nightfall was 
approaching and we still had a considerable distance to travel back 
to the vehicle.  By the time we broke down our equipment, we were 
in a race against the sunset.  I won’t go into the details (see Joe’s com-
ments), but let’s just say this was a good reminder of why you should 
always have emergency essentials in your pack… just in case!  When 
we arrived back at camp we received a relived welcome, especially 
from my wife Michelle… and a good, well-earned ribbing from our 
fishing buddies.  As it turns out, Joe and I both have a bad reputation 
for being somewhat directionally challenged.  Some have concluded 
that it must be an Ohio thing, but the results from the independent 
study are still pending.      
   Saturday, we chose to fish a nearby stream, which we were both more 
familiar with.  The fishing was great and we made it back in plenty of 
time to socialize before dinner.  Joe and I  had to endure a few more 
jokes about our misadventure from the day before, but it was received 
in good spirits. 
     Saturday’s group dinner featured mouth-watering smoked beef, 
prepared by club member John Click.  It appeared we had 29 members 
in attendance, and judging by how quiet it got while everyone was eat-
ing – I think it’s safe to assume everyone enjoyed the BBQ!  Following 
dinner, we convened around the campfire for more social interaction 
and fishing stories and, just like that, another DFC outing was in the 
books. 
~ Gentry Smith

Tom’s 5-Foot Fish Story… 
While prowling the deep searching for the all elusive rainbow trout 
I had a hit like no other.  It first appeared I had the bottom of the lake 
but I was actually having action on the fight which had my heart rac-
ing.  I dodged left, then right and then after a 10 minute fight I landed 
my first 5 foot Cow Bell.  This outing was a delight and the group was 
just fantastic.  Lots of lies in camp and the food was great.  I had the 
pleasure of meeting my insurance agent, Tom Scrivner and his father-
in-law Dick Fleming.  I set them up with fly rods and newly acquired 
cow bell (just kidding on the cow bell) and both caught fish. 
~ Tom Horvath
 
 
Well, Sue and I certainly enjoyed spending time with the Desert Fly 
Casters club, and especially appreciate the effort Gentry and Tom put 
in to the event.  The meals and socializing were great, just wish we had 
documented (more) of the stories we heard.  Just kidding. 
   The facilities in the campground were fine, and I apologize here for 
having to run my generator, but had to charge my batteries in order to 
run my heater for the couple of cool nights.  The fishing was good. I 
brought in a few nice trout (10-13") from Willow Lake, and was chal-
lenged later in the day by a number of quick hits.  I enjoyed Canyon 
Creek, however was just not able to get in to some of the better spots. 
More reasons to go back I guess! 
   I appreciated fishing with John Clausen on Canyon Creek, and Wil-
low Lake. John quietly offered several good pointers. I had a chance 
to try several new things.  Sue and Karen Clausen enjoyed some non-
fishing times in the big city of Heber/Overgaard. So, the guys hope 
that balanced things out a little.  We hope to hook up again with a 
club outing. 
   For the summer we are headed  WA, with quick runs in to OR, ID, 
& MT. May have a few fish stories when we return, but the trip is "not 
about fishing" I am reminded. 
   Thanks again for the experiences. 
~ Ken & Sue Montgomery
 

Mogollon Rim Outing Recap...
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I will add my twist on the  cliché - You should have been 
here yesterday... 
You should have been on Tonto Creek on Sunday morning. Fish-
ing reports Saturday were pretty much the same. A lot of people fish-
ing, but moderate success at best. Mine was the same. I fished Can-
yon Creek from 6:30 until 4:30 for 5 smallish fish. Saturday night the 
question was, 'Where are you fishing tomorrow?” The most common 
response was, “I might just may take it easy, have a leisurely breakfast 
and head back home.” I don't get nearly enough fishing time, so I had 
to try my hand at Tonto Creek. I made a pass through the camping 
area and offered stream side pointers to anyone that wanted to come 
by in a couple hours. 
    Needless to say, pointers weren't needed. The upper part was well 
stocked. The first pool I tried, the fish were skittish. One or two would 
show interest in the dry fly, but turn aside before taking. The second 
pool, however,  that wasn't the case. Catching was almost every cast. 
Most fish were in the 6 to 8 inch range, but a few were 10 to 12 inches. 
The next couple pools were similar - not as many fish in them. After 
four or five rose to the fly, they became more selective. 
    It has been a long time since I had a 30 to 40 fish day. You should 
have been on Tonto Sunday. 
~ Bob Harrison
 
 

On Friday I hiked into a remote rim creek with Gentry Smith.  Gen-
try is also from Ohio, and had fished this creek one other time.  Gen-
try has the reputation of being directionally challenged (I understand 
that many folks also think I’m also directionally challenged…..), and 
proved the point when he missed the turnoff to the creek. I had never 
been there, and the AZ Gazetteer did not have much detail. Anyhow, 
after only a few wrong turns we found the trail head and began hiking 
down. We never spotted another soul, but did spot a ginormous trout 
in a large pool. We spent hours fishing to it, but let’s face it—you don’t 
get to be a large trout in a small creek by being reckless or stupid.  
    We got back to my truck at dark (8:00 p.m.) having had a short scare 
when we got back to the trail head and discovered that my truck was 
missing. We spent a few minutes determining that it had not rolled 
off the cliff we were parked next to, and also discounting that anyone 
would steal a 1997 Ford Ranger. Continued up the road to find the 
truck on the next ridgeline, exactly where I had left it.  We also real-
ized that we were not going to be back at camp anywhere near 7:00 
p.m. to cook burgers for the group as promised, especially since we 

had over an hour drive.  This probably would not have been a big deal, 
but Gentry’s wife Michelle was camping with him and got a little wor-
ried, and several club members had not brought dinner for Thursday 
night since Gentry had emailed them that he had it covered. When 
we finally got back to camp at 9:30, we learned that there had been 
some discussion about calling search and rescue (consensus was that 
we were probably hopelessly lost—both of us being from Ohio and 
all…) but the more senior club members suggested that they delay 
that call until 2:00 a.m. or so.  I think there was also some discussion 
about divvying up our fly fishing gear, and a couple of guys took the 
initiative to fire up my grill and made dinner for everyone at 7:30.  We 
did take a lot of grief though. 
   On Saturday, Gentry and I hit a nearby creek , which has small 
brown trout.  It was a sunny day and we were able to wet wade. We 
both caught a half dozen or so, with three times that many strikes. I 
caught a few on lime butted Trude, but most of my fish came to a small 
red copper John. I had only fished this creek one other time, and was 
completely frustrated and fishless because my flies were always in the 
trees. I took a new tact, and only fished 1-3 foot of fly line and an 8 
foot leader—basically just sneaking around and dapping into likely 
looking spots. No flies in trees, and I caught a pretty nice brown to 
boot. So maybe I can delay making that 6 foot 2 weight for another 
year. We made it a point to be back at camp in time for cocktails and 
dinner. 
Other highlights of the trip for me in no particular order: 
Seeing Jim Cameron’s brand new home built teardrop trailer. Good 
job Jim! 
Great BBQ beef Saturday night. Next time I’ll look at the sauce bottle 
label before loading up on “Devils’ Spit” BBQ sauce. Took 2 beers to 
find my taste buds again. 
Meeting several members of the club I did not know before. I now 
know who “Rescue Dan” is!  
Getting to know some other members better. Ask Mark Lucht to tell 
you about the time he hiked 6 miles in flip flops because he forgot to 
add gas to his ATV…. 
~ Joe Staller
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...Worth Mentioning

Thanx,
Charlie!
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Additional info:  http://www.federationconclave.org/
Or DFC Trout Bum Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.com

YOUR QUEST TO BECOME A FLY FISHER . . . 
by Vince Deadmond

OK, you joined the fly club, you have assembled some fly fishing 
gear, you even went on a few club outings. You attended casting 
classes, knot tying classes, fly tying classes, and you are wonder-
ing if you will ever get good at this fly fishing thing. Even on a fast 
track, learning how to fly fish does not come suddenly. Like the line 
from the old movie, “Gentlemen you can't fight here, it's the War 
Room.” You need to take it outside and get on the water. Nothing 
improves your fishing skill level more than time on the water.
     You need to insert yourself in some fishing trips, and that is 
going to be part of your learning curve. I have learned a great deal 
from fishing with experienced fly fishers, and I hope I have been 
able to pass some of that knowledge along without being an insuf-
ferable know-it-all. Something that will improve your casting, line 
management, hook setting, and generally fish catching, is to go on 
a three or four day fishing trip with a small group, that is focused 
on fishing. Compare notes, usually someone in the group is catch-
ing most of the fish. Take a moment to observe how they have set 
up their rig, what type of retrieve they are using, where they are 
making most of their casts, are they fishing different structure than 
you? I have learned some valuable lessons simply by watching other 
successful fishermen.
     You may need to to be the catalyst, organize the trip, do some 
calling and e-mailing. Everyone wants to go fishing but, not every-
one wants to set it up, even a simple trip. Other personal traits that 
will get you invited to the next fishing trip is being on time or even 
a few minutes early. I am always looking for fishing partners that 
want more time on the water than less. Sharing driving duties, and 
kicking in for fuel is a good idea with any group of friends. Sched-
ule time for fishing with family and co-workers, adequate lead time 
can get you on the water more than a last minute scramble. Plan to 
fish now and often, future fishing opportunities are not guaranteed.
     If you want to fish, have a trip or two in mind, ask around at 
the next DFC meeting. You will probably bump into someone else 
who would like to get out and fish. Make plans to fish the Low-
er Salt River, it makes a good day trip, or good way to end a day. 
Flagstaff 's Upper Lake Mary is good for a Pike fishing trip, and the 
small stream fishing on the Rim is great this time of year. I can't go 
on all the fishing trips I get invited to, but I may have a suggestion 
or two that would improve your trip. I am always glad to pass along 
fly fishing information. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware 
Guy can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail, Apache 
Junction, vince@ajbest.com or 480 982 7461.

blu
berries

Blueberry Chipotle BBQ Sauce
2 cups of fresh Blueberries   •   1 ½ cups of Apple Cider Vinegar
½ cup of Dark Molasses   •   Salt & pepper to taste about a teaspoon each
3 cups of Ketchup   •   Splash or Worcestershire Sauce

Combine all in a pan and bring to a simmer.  Simmer for 45 minutes.  
Either use a blender to puree sauce or an immersion blender.

Kookin' with... Mark Lucht
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A Simple Approach to Rigging
Submitted by John Berry – FFF Life member
Over the years, I have developed a simple approach to rigging up my fly rod for 
fishing. The idea is to make things easier for me and my clients. By keeping things sim-
ple, it is easier and faster to prepare for fishing and easier to repair problems on stream. 
With my system you only need to carry one size of leader, three spools of tippet, one 
spool of lead ribbon and a few strike indicators. In addition, you are only required to 
tie two knots. This system covers streamers, soft hackles (wet flies and emergers also), 
dry flies, and nymphs. It will work for 99.5% of your angling needs for trout.
    The first step is to have the fly shop install your fly line when you buy it. Have them 
put on the required amount of backing as specified by the reel manufacturer. I also 
have them attach a braided loop to the end of the fly line. Most fly shops will do this at 
no additional charge. While there I buy some seven and one half foot 4X leaders that 
have a loop already knotted in the end. I also buy a spool of 4X, 5X, and 6X tippet and 
a spool of lead ribbon (my favorite brand is Larva Led) and a few strike indicators (my 
favorite brand is turn-ons).
    To rig for streamers (Woolly Buggers), I start with a seven and one half foot 4X 
leader. I attach it to the fly line with a loop to loop connection. I tie a twenty four inch 
section of 4X tippet to the leader with a surgeons knot (after trimming the tag ends 
of the knots the tippet will end up around eighteen inches long). I attach the woolly 
bugger or other streamer to the tippet with an improved clinch knot. I trim all tag ends 
closely. I then apply several wraps of lead ribbon to the leader just above the tippet 
knot. The amount of lead used is determined by water depth and velocity. This is a trial 
and error process. If you put on too much, the fly will hang up on the bottom on every 

cast. Too little lead and the fly will never touch the bottom. If you do it right, the fly will 
hang up occasionally. With streamers you must fish the bottom.
    To rig wet flies, soft hackles and emergers, I attach a seven and one half foot 4X leader 
to the fly line with a loop to loop connection. I then tie a four and one half foot section 
of tippet to the leader with a surgeons knot. I use 5X tippet for the wet flies and soft 
hackles and 6X tippet for the small emergers. I then tie on the fly with an improved 
clinch knot. I carefully trim the tag ends and I am ready to fish.
    To rig dry flies, I attach a seven and one half foot 4X leader to the fly line with a loop 
to loop connection. I then tie a four and one half foot section of tippet to the leader 
with a surgeons knot. I use 4X tippet for large flies like hoppers and stimulators, 5X for 
medium sized flies like sulphurs and royal Wulffs and 6X tippet for the small dries my 
brother, Dan, favors. I then attach the fly to the tippet with an improved clinch knot. I 
trim all of the tags and apply fly floatant to the fly to waterproof it.
    To rig nymphs, I attach a seven and one half foot 4X leader to the fly line with a loop 
to loop connection. I then tie a twenty four inch section of tippet to the leader with a 
surgeons knot (after trimming the tag ends, I will end up with an eighteen inch tippet). 
I use 4X for large nymphs like stone flies, 5X for medium nymphs like San Juan worms, 
and 6X for the tiny midge pupa. I attach the fly with an improved clinch knot. I attach 
a couple of wraps of lead ribbon to the leader above the tippet knot and then attach the 
strike indicator. The strike indicator should be set so that the distance of the fly to the 
indicator is the depth of the water. I trim all tags closely.
    For all of these techniques test all knots and sharpen your hooks. If you use this 
simple system, you should be able to fish in the vast majority of water that you will 
encounter.

Waders????
Taken from the Southern Sierra Fly Fishers Newsletter 
As with many of the decisions you'll be making, this first decision will depend 
on the type of water that you'll be primarily fishing...shallow, moderate or deep. 
Styles of Waders
Hip Waders- These fishing waders extend up to the upper leg and groin area of 
the angler. Hip waders are popular for fishing shallow waters because they are 
more comfortable than other fishing waders and because they are quite simple to 
get in and out of. 
Waist Waders- These fishing waders extend up to the waist of the angler and in-
clude a belt that you buckle around your waist, similar to a pair of pants. Waist 
waders are popular for fishing moderately deeper waters because while they are 
not quite as comfortable as the hip waders, they are still more comfortable and 
easier to maneuver in than the chest waders which we'll talk about next. 
Chest Waders- As the name suggests, these fishing waders extend up to the chest 
of the angler and include straps that you secure over your shoulder to hold them 
up. Chest waders are popular for fishing deeper, slow moving waters because they 
allow the angler to closer to the fish in the deepest holes. The down side to these 
waders is that they are more difficult to get in and out of in the event of the even-
tual bathroom break. 
Types of Waders
There are two different types of fly fishing waders available today. They are the "Boot-
foot" and the "Stockingfoot" wader which we will discuss next. 
Bootfoot waders- Bootfoot waders are the all-in-one fishing waders like the ones 
we remember growing up with as kids. The benefit to these waders is that they are 
typically less expensive. They only true disadvantage to these waders is that they 
cannot be turned inside out to dry them out which is very important to keep that 
mildew smell away. Other cons that are sometimes mentioned are that they are 
heavier than stockingfoot waders but once the boot is factored into the equation, 
the weight is very similar. 
Stockingfoot waders-  Stockingfoot waders do not have a hard-soled boot attached 
all in one unit but includes a waterproof, neoprene sock instead. Wading boots are 
purchased independently and fitted over the neoprene sock. The disadvantage to 
these waders is that they typically cost more since you purchase the wader and the 
boot separately. The advantage is that they give you more flexibility to mix and 
match different types and styles of boot and waders based on the conditions you'll 
be fishing in. These types of waders are definitely growing in popularity because 
of the flexibility they give the angler. 
Wader Materials
This one is open for discussion but unless you're going for your doctorate in wader 
technology (which could be a reality some day with all the new technology they're 
introducing into these waders); we're only going to discuss two types, "Neoprene" 
and "Breathable" waders. 

Neoprene- These waders are made of a thick, insulated rubber-like material called 
neoprene. Neoprene waders are primarily used today when fishing in colder water 
conditions because of their insulating value. Generally, neoprene fishing waders 
run from a 3mm thickness (for general warmer weather fly fishing) to a 5mm 
thickness (ideal for cold water). Generally speaking, if you plan on doing some 
winter fishing or will be fishing the icy waters of Alaska or a similar climate, then 
neoprene waders may be the way you want to go. The problem with neoprene 
waders is that they are not breathable making them an uncomfortable choice 
when fishing the warm summer months. 
Breathable- Breathable waders have taken the market by storm over the past few 
years. They are designed to allow your body's perspiration to escape will still keep-
ing the water out. You'll definitely want to hook up with this type of wader to 
maximize your comfort if you plan to spend a full day or multiple days on the 
water. Some of today's breathable waders are made from such materials as Simms 
QuadraLam™, Hodgman's Horco-Tex® and the ever popular Gore-Tex®. With 
names like these, your pocketbook is really the only thing that will determine 
which brand ...or type of breathable wader you decide to go with. 
Recommendations, etc.
One other thing to note and my recommendation. Look for waders that have a rein-
forced and possibly a padded knee. This will be necessary when kneeling along the 
stream as you release your catch or kneel for that photo opportunity. Now for the 
recommendation...if you can only afford one pair of waders, which is common for 
beginners, I would go for a felt-soled boot and breathable wader combo. Personally, 
my first pair was (and still is) a waist wader. I just hated the idea of trying to undo 
the chest waders for those necessary bathroom breaks. Also I went with the breath-
able wader because I could still use them in every condition. I could wear them in 
the summer and remain cool and could wear sweats underneath when fishing for 
winter steelhead to stay warm. Now, I just mentioned a new term a moment ago 
(felt-soled) that wasn't brought up before. A felt-soled boot is simply a boot which 
has about 1/2" of felt attached to the bottom of the boot. The purpose of this felt is 
to increase your traction on those slippery rocks and stream beds. There are boots 
without these felt soles and they do cost less money but I highly recommend the 
felt sole for your safety and you'll be glad you went that route. One last thing. if you 
purchase the stockingfoot waders and buy a pair of wading boots, take note of the 
waders to see if they come with built in gaiters. Gaiters fit over the top of your boots 
and are a means to keep gravel and debris from the stream and stream bed out of 
your boots. These are very important to keep you comfortable. If your waders do 
not come with these built in, look for a pair to purchase separately. You'll be glad 
you did. Ok, get out there and make that first purchase. 



Desert Fly Casters

Looking to rent a cabin in the Payson Area?  

Check this out...

 
Charlie Palmer, an Arizona fly fishing guide has a cabin in the Payson area. You can rent just the cabin or do a package 

with room, meals and guide service.   If you belong to Fly and Tie he can get you an even better rate on the Cabin...   
Check out his website at http://www.azfishguide.com/  or send him an e-mail at palmercmp0466@aol.com 

or contact him on his cell 610 217 1604.

Directions: take 87 North to Payson, when you hit Payson continue on 87 North through two Circles, once passed second 
circle you will see a sign for Houston Mesa Rd. Make a right onto Houston Mesa Rd. Follow Houston Mesa Rd for approx 10 
miles, after Crossing the East Verde via the wet Bridge the second time, W. Scott Drive will be within a Mile of the Bridge on 
the Right. Drive Slowly it is easy to miss it,. You will cross the East Verde a third time on Scott Drive., our Cabin is down the 
street on the left, 402. We will have Sign’s out for the open house at the Turn onto Scott Drive and at the house, The house is 
the last visible home on the left.

Pricing:
Sunday Night - Thursday Night  is 100 dollars a night up to 4 Guest, and 15 dollars each addtional guest up to 8 (2 night Min). 
Friday Night - Saturday Night There is a two night min.  125 per night up to 4 guest guest and 15 dollars for each addtional 
up to 8.    Holiday Weekends  - 3 night Min stay at 140 a Night up to 4 guests, 15 dollars for each addtional up to 8.  Weekly 
Rentals(7 days, 6 nights a Flat Rate of 600.00. 
Stays with Meals, and Guiding Service:
Starting June 1st I will be starting Stay and Fish packages they include the following:
• 3 days two night stay at Cabin(Friday – Sunday)
• Dinner First day, Breakfast, lunch and dinner second Day, third day Breakfast and lunch. 
• First day ½ (4 hours) day guiding service, Second day ¾(6 hours) Day Guiding services, Third Day ½ day(4 hours) guid-
ing;  tranportation to all fishing areas
• Premium Fly’s during guiding periods
• Premium Climax Tippet and Leaders
• Review of Small Stream Fishing Tactic’s 
• Review of Flies to use and why.
• Pole and Reel Rental if required(20 dollars a day) 
  Price - 1 person 650, 2 person(s) 725

Pictures:    http://www.azflyandtie.com/flyforum/album.php?albumid=90



Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

MAIL TO: ☛

See ya at the club Meeting

June 8, 2011

OUTINGS- 2011
Mike Yavello- President

Joe Staller-Vice President
Mark Lucht- Treasurer

Dave Hwang 
(Back-up: Larry Kivela)- Secretary

Outings- Darin Taverna

Programs- OPEN
Library

Gentry Smith
Retail - Larry Kivela

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Education 
John Mayer & Charlie Rosser
Conservation- Bob Harrison

TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison
Videos & Books- Gentry Smith

 
Raffles- Don Morgan 

Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 
Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Doc Nickel & Joe Miller 

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2011 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

The 2011 White Mountains Extravaganza, 
Thursday June 16th through Sunday 19th

Come and Challenge Vince for the White Mountain Liars Club Title!!!!

Host:  Joe Miller, jam@prairietriz.com

ORVIS OFFERS FREE FLY FISHING 101 & 201 

EDUCATION CLASSES ON WEEK-ENDS IN MAY - JULY

If you're looking for a great way to get the family together outside, Orvis FF101 class is the 

perfect event to get started. All ages are welcome to attend the event, but those under 16 years 

of age must be accompanied by an adult. 

Bring the whole family and learn what this great sport is all about.

Fly Fishing 101 - Will consist of basic casting instruction, knot tying, rigging, and gear selection.

Fly Fishing 201 - If you’ve already completed Fly Fishing 101, you’re ready for the next step. 

Join us for a short outing on local water for a chance to catch your first fish! A fishing license 

with a trout stamp is required. Contact your local store for more information on the outing.

Upon Completion of the Courses you will receive special in-store offers valid toward purchases of 

Orvis products and a Free Trout Unlimited membership valued at $35. Federation of Fly Fishers is 

offering a free 1-year electronic membership valued at $35.00.

Orvis FF 101 & FF 201 instructors will be assisted by Federation of Fly Fishers certified fly casting 

instructors. All instructors are trained, tested and certified to be effective teachers of fly fishing. 

Space is limited in these classes. To book your spot call Orvis in Scottsdale at (480) 905-1400, 

drop by the store or sign up at the June DFC meeting.

July & August DFC Outings...to be announced
Questions...? contact: DARIN  TAVERNA -DFC Bd <darizona7@hotmail.com>


